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Our sixth annual Bar-B-Q fundraiser is now history!  It happened on May 20th which was 

an exciting day at Project Rescue.  In spite of soggy predictions, we were blessed with a 

beautiful, sunny and breezy day.  As always, the food was great, the entertainment was fun 

and the fellowship was wonderful! 

 

We can’t begin to thank the folks from the Austinville church of Christ as well as so many 

others who have come together to make this special event happen for six years now.  I realize 

it’s dangerous to start naming names, but there are some who just can’t go unnoticed.  Tom 

& Robin Irwin and their crew start cooking Boston butts days in advance in order to fill all 

the orders.  They prepare and serve the side dishes.  All day they are on their feet with a 

smile on their faces. It could not happen without Tom & Robin. 

 

Lisa Bates and her family have been such a major part of the success of these events.  Lisa 

promotes, organizes and generally whips everybody into shape.  She’s a go-getter who has 

the gift of making things happen no matter how full her plate at work and at home.  She is 

so greatly appreciated by all of us at Project Rescue.  

 

The Avenue G Band has performed for us all these years.  They have donated their time and 

talents to make this day so special and exciting.  They are just awesome! 

 

We are so thankful for these folks and others too numerous to mention.  

 

You’re probably wondering what the bottom line was for this fundraiser so here you go.  It 

was the most successful to date raising in excess of $12,000 from Bar-B-Q, silent auction, 

T-shirts and donations.  We are so thankful for all who participated.  

 

Here is a picture of the group that was remaining at the end of the day.  We were all worn 

out but thrilled with the success of this day we had been working toward for so long.  We’re 

already looking forward to next year.  Check out some pictures on the next page 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom & Robin Irwin cookin’ up some amazing ribs! 

Patsy Green who designed and sold lots of T-shirts.              

Alan and Sonia Lee who handled the silent auction. 

 

  

Ray Solley appears to be a satisfied customer. 

 

Lisa Bates energizing the crowd. 

 

 

 

Words of thanks from Charles, Ronnie & Tom 



 In an effort to relieve Ronnie from some of his many demands of the day, I have taken on the task of answering 

his phone and taking messages for him.  Recently, I received one of those calls that is quite familiar to us.  A 

grandmother began describing, through her tears, the story of her grandson.  She told of various family 

tragedies that had brought them to this point.  Her daughter had been killed in an automobile accident, her 

husband was bedridden with Alzheimer’s disease, and all she had left was this very troubled grandson. 

She had searched high and low for an addiction recovery program connected with the churches of Christ and 

finally found Project Rescue as a result of an internet search.  She mentioned that she and her husband had 

been missionaries in Australia.  Since I grew up in a missionary family, I interrupted her story long enough to 

ask her name.  When she told me her name, I knew it was familiar to me and my parents.  When I told her I 

was the daughter of Bill & Gerry Nicks, I heard a gasp from this sweet grandmother.  She and her husband had 

been associated with my parents at the East Tennessee School of Preaching and Missions for several years. 

Repeatedly she mentioned how thankful she was to find this Christian program and know of the connection 

to the Nicks family.  She just couldn’t believe it.  She was so anxious to hear all about the program and wished 

we could get together.  When I asked where she lived, she was shocked again to learn Ronnie and I would be 

leaving on vacation the next day.  We were vacationing right in her neck of the woods.  Her immediate 

response was another gasp and the words, “God is good!” 

We worshiped with her at the Great Smokey Mountains church of Christ two days after that phone call.  They 

had arranged a special meeting that afternoon for anyone interested in learning about the program.  Ronnie 

had the opportunity to speak to several about the work and answer a lot of questions. 

We began making arrangements for her grandson to enter the program, but she was having trouble coming 

up with the funds necessary to support him.  She started contacting friends and congregations who responded 

to her pleas.  There were even some small contributions from struggling friends in Australia.  In a matter of 

days, her grandson was here with us at Project Rescue.  If that’s not providence, I don’t know what is. 

Please remember him in your prayers along with all the other guys who are struggling to fight those demons 

that have such a strong hold on them. 

A Story of Providence                                                                                       
By Jeanie Crocker 

 

Also pray for this strong grandmother, Jeanette Dyer 

whose prayers were heard by a loving God. 

If you can help support her grandson in this program, 

it would mean the world to her.  This event has been 

the only bright spot in her life over the last few 

weeks.  Her sister died very suddenly and 

unexpectedly while we were in Gatlinburg.  Since 

then, her 93 year-old mother has passed away.   

She continues to care for her invalid husband, Jerry 

Dyer, as he approaches the end of his life.   

She is an inspiration to all who know her.   

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spiritual food – Monday night Bible study with Wayne and Angie Speegle 

     

                  

 

  

 

 

 

Again, we want to thank all of you 

who remember us with your prayers 

and support.  We couldn’t make it 

without you.   

We have been inspired by the story of 

Jeanette Dyer and the providence of 

God in bringing us together.   

I wish we could guarantee her 

beloved grandson will make it.  We 

can only give him a chance.  The rest 

is up to him. 

Addiction is a life-long battle.  Keep 

praying.  God is listening.       


