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Prayers Answered! 
We are jumping for joy at Project Rescue!!  It has been very difficult, getting our 

brotherhood’s attention regarding this mission field (addicts & alcoholics) in our 

own backyard.  These sick souls are our brothers in Christ, our sons and our 

grandsons!  This is why we are so excited to report that our prayer for hiring 

another minister has been answered!!  

We thank God and the Madison church of Christ for prayers answered!  On 

January 1, 2016 Caleb Cunningham and Cecil Green were added to our paid staff! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adding Caleb and Cecil to our staff has made it possible for us to increase our 

population cap from 15 to 24.  We presently have 24 men living in our Cave Spring 

apartments.  We are operating at full-capacity. 

Project Rescue is the only 1-year addiction recovery program serving the churches 

of Christ.  We must keep every bed and room occupied, because, “…He who turns 

a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a 

multitude of sins.”  James 5:20 

 

Caleb is the preacher for the Priceville 

church of Christ, which is conveniently 

located about a mile from our facilities.  

Monday thru Friday, he conducts 5 to 

7 one-on-one Bible sessions a day.  

His wife, Abigail is a dietician and a 

great support for him in all his work.   

 

Cecil is onsite 5 days a week.  He 

oversees the day-to-day management 

of the program.  He is also the 

President of our corporation and a 

member of our Management team.  

Cecil keeps things calm! His wife, 

Patsy is a big help and greatly loved 

by all. 

 

 

We need financial help to keep growing!  All contributions are tax-deductible.  Please make your 

check out to Project Rescue and send it to 179 Cave Spring Road, Decatur, Alabama 35603.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from our President, Cecil Green 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The need for addiction recovery is overwhelming, we could probably fill a hundred beds if we 

had the resources. I am still amazed at the diversity of the residents, all walks of life, varying 

degrees of education, there is absolutely no sector of society or religion that is immune from 

it. Addiction is akin to the "Roaring Lion" in 1 Peter 5:8.    Cecil Green 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have found that volunteering at Project Rescue 

has been a very rewarding experience.  I enjoy 

visiting, counseling and encouraging the residents 

and love watching them as their character and 

demeanor transforms from their life of addiction to 

a feeling of self-worth and belonging that had been 

missing in their life. I have found that most of the 

residents have skills and knowledge that will be 

reawakened and recharged as they prepare for life 

outside once again as a productive citizen and 

Christian.   Joe Drake 

 

Of all the mission work efforts I 

have been involved with, the 

mission at Project Rescue is the 

most rewarding.  I am excited 

about having a local "hands on" 

here in Priceville, Alabama.          

Ray Solley 

 

Project Rescue’s Mission Statement 

“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you 

who are spiritual restore such a one. . . “Galatians 6:1 

“He who turns a sinner from the error of his way, will 

save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.”  

James 5:20 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kim Johnson 

Registered Nurse 

 

 

 

It is my job to dispense medications and 

help with any medical issues the guys may 

have. Getting to know them has truly been a 

blessing to my life. It is exciting to watch as 

they transform into stronger men physically, 

emotionally, and spiritually.  Kim Johnson 

 

 

 

I am honored to serve as the Chairman of 

the Board of Directors.  This work also 

includes teaching one-on-one classes, 

conducting studies and serving meals at 

our home, fund raising, meeting with church 

leaders and spreading the good news about 

Project Rescue.     Charles Baggett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have worked in several mission fields in the past 

but I’ve never found one to be so challenging and 

frustrating yet so joyous and rewarding.  Meeting the 

needs of these guys on a daily basis is a non-stop 

process.  It’s like having 20 children.  They run you 

ragged, but you love them each and every one.  We 

are so blessed to be here at this place at this time.  

God is good!  Please pray for us.  Jeanie Crocker 

 

 

Project Rescue’s Mission Statement 

“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who 

are spiritual restore such a one. . . “Galatians 6:1 

“He who turns a sinner from the error of his way, will save a 

soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.”  James 5:20 

 

 

  Ronnie Crocker 

Program Manager  

 
It often falls my lot to be the “bad guy” which 

is not a comfortable position.  Having been in 

their shoes, I recognize the destructive games 

they play and must step in to help them 

overcome.  I just hope and pray that in time 

they will come to understand it was done in 

love.  Ronnie Crocker 

 

Charles Baggett 

Chairman of the 

Board of Directors 

Jeanie Crocker 

Corporate Secretary                                                                     

Bookkeeper 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from minister Roger Jackson: 

My personal experience with Project Rescue 
has been one of the greatest adventures of 
my life.   I can truthfully say that without the 
help of Ronnie Crocker and Charles Baggett, 
I would not be preaching and would be in the 
clutches of Alcoholism.  Such a great and 
successful work truly has a great future. 
Roger Jackson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A comment from minister Caleb Cunningham:   

I had no idea when I first came to teach a Tuesday night 
class at Project Rescue back in August 2015 what kind 
of meaningful relationships would be made and the 
spiritual growth that I would witness and experience 
over the months to follow.  It has been such an 
encouraging and refreshing ministry to watch lives 
changed and people empowered to live productively for 
the Lord on a regular basis.  I count it a great blessing 
to now be a part of the staff in this effective ministry for 
the Lord.   Caleb Cunningham 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Project Rescue helped me 

to find God, after growing 

up in the Church and 

falling away. It is an honor 

to be involved with helping 

others escape the lifestyle 

that I once lived. Let the 

Glory be to God.  Beau 

Nelson 

 

My experience with Project Rescue 

has given me a future and hope and 

peace in my life. (Jeramiah 

29:11)....it’s allowed me to minister 

in a field that I know very well. It’s 

also allowed me to stay sober 

almost five years. Coming to Project 

Rescue in 2011 is the best decision I 

ever made in my life.  Jason Cagle 

 

Project Rescue’s Mission Statement 

“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you 

who are spiritual restore such a one. . .”  

  Galatians 6:1 

“He who turns a sinner from the error of his way, will 

save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.”  

James 5:20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Rescue has helped 
me build a solid foundation 
for the rest of my life. I look 
forward to helping others 
find what Project Rescue 
has given me.   
Zach Barrett 
 

 

 

       Night Manager          Day Manager                 Week-end Manager 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ronnie & Jeanie live in the main house with our 

daughter, Registered Nurse, Kim Johnson.   

 

Beau Nelson, our Day-Manager lives in a studio 

apartment above the garage. 

 

Luke (12 days), Russ (206 days) and Sam (36 days), 

live in the 3-bedroom apartment above the 

garage. 

 

 

From the left, Glenn (568 days) and Nathan (16 

days) reside in apartment #4. 

Brian (187 days) and Jesse (78 days) live in 

apartment #5. 

David (66 days) and Ken (148) days stay in 

apartment #6. 

Anthony (38 days), Craig (177 days) and Brandon 

(31 days) reside in apartment #7. 

Brock (49 days) and Jay (168 days) live in 

apartment #8. 

 

The door on the right leads up to apartment #3,  

where Zach (456 days) and Clint (73 days) reside. 

 

Jason Cagle, our Night-Manager, lives in a studio 

apartment, the door to the left. 

 

On the left is our dorm, where Clint (4 days), Cole 2 

days), Freddy (22 days), Jim (52 days), and Mac (3 

days) reside. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Since the beginning of Project Rescue, we have had members from 

Alaska, Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, 

Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, New Mexico, Ohio, 

South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia and Washington. 

 

Seventy-seven of the 171 men who entered our care are continuing 

on the sober side of recovery.  This is a 45.02% success rate.  The 

best secular programs enjoy a 20% success rate. 

 

Regarding our members who successfully completed 6-months 

without a relapse, 26 out of 38 are continuing to live faithfully (a 

68.42% success rate).  This does not happen without God!!   
 

Nineteen men have completed our 1-year program.  Seventeen of 

them are continuing in their recovery (an 89.47% success rate).   

Since January of 2011, we have baptized 33 men into Christ!  

 

 

                                                                 

 

 

 
1 Corinthians 3:6 



 
 

 

 

 Life wasn't easy when we were kids.  Some of us remember getting up 
early to chop the wood, feed the chickens or collect the eggs.  Maybe we 
had to work in the fields or clean out the barn.  Some of us can 
remember life without computers, video games, cell phones, IPods, TVs 
and DVD players.  We had chores to do, and if we had free time, we used 
our imaginations to entertain ourselves by making mud pies or creating 
our own entertainment.  If we were lucky, we might have a doll or Lincoln 
Logs or other creative toys to stir our imaginations.   We might wear 
ourselves out playing ball in the park. We weren't afraid to get sweaty 
and dirty.  We found bugs, frogs and other strange things interesting.   If 
we got in trouble at school, we were in double trouble at home.  Life was 
much slower then, so we spent a lot of time just waiting.  There were 
times we sat in a chair and did nothing with only our thoughts to keep us 
company.   

Times have changed.  We look back at our childhood and all the hard 
things we had to endure.  We determine to protect our children from 
such a fate.  We give them all the things that make them happy and 
shield them from hardship and difficulty.  Our children learn from the 
earliest age that entertainment is their purpose in life.  We place their 
cushy baby swings in front of the TV when they are tiny. They have toys 
of every description which they immediately learn to throw in the floor 
from their high chairs.  They are rewarded for this by watching Mommy 
or Daddy pick them up continually.  As they grow, they are not expected 
to experience any down time free of entertainment.  Strapped into their 
car seats, they have their choice of snacks, drinks, movies and cartoons to 
keep them happy in their air conditioned comfort.  Any discomfort or 
inconvenience is immediately rectified by parents who do not have time 
to tolerate the annoyance of child care in their busy lives.  As baby grows 

Evils of Enabling, by Jeanie Crocker 

 

 



up, this pattern of life continues.  Junior resents being reminded to take 
out the garbage for the third time because he is advancing to another 
level on his video game.  Any family chores are such an intrusion into his 
life that parents tire of nagging him away from his computer or TV.  It's 
easier for them to do the job themselves.  When Junior gets in trouble at 
school, the parents blame the teacher for being unreasonable.  So life 
goes on, and Junior grows up feeling entitled and imposed upon if asked 
to do anything out of his comfort zone.  His brain is programmed to 
demand constant entertainment and avoid any form of discomfort.    

In time, Junior may become bored with his usual toys and start to look for 
even more things to bring him pleasure.  He may choose to get high and 
experiment with drugs or alcohol.   

Or as time and chance unfold in Junior's life, he experiences hardship or 
disappointment of some description.  How does he respond to such a 
development?  From his earliest childhood, he has been trained to avoid 
all discomfort.  So what else can he do but take a pill to relieve the crisis 
or perhaps drink alcohol to dull the pain?  Endurance is not an option, so 
escape is the natural choice.  Before those devoted parents know it, 
addiction has set in, and that rosy future planned for Junior's life 
crumbles before their eyes.  Instead of college, career and family, they 
are looking into detox, rehab and probation.  They have tried everything 
to help him but must admit they have no idea what to do now. Mama 
remembers that day in the delivery room when they wept with joy at his 
birth and all the cute things he used to do.  He will always be their baby 
so they continue to search for answers for him.   

They find a program to help him overcome his problems.  At first Junior is 
relieved and thankful to get help.  But in the course of his recovery, he is 
required to do things that appear difficult to him.  This is not the way his 
brain has been programmed.  Instead of addressing his problems, he 
looks for relief.  Maybe he will find a way to relapse and avoid 
confronting his issues.  Or in the absence of drugs or alcohol, he must 
play the blame game in order to transfer his problems to someone else.  
He finds someone to blame for his failure.  He calls home to talk to his 



parents and explains how useless this program is.  His counselor is a 
know-it-all and a real jerk who makes him obey ridiculous rules.  He 
paints life as so miserable that he just can't take it anymore.  He plays the 
victim and uses emotional blackmail on his parents.   Mommy aches for 
her boy and becomes angry at the counselor who is causing him so much 
grief.   She and Dad swoop in and rescue their precious son from the 
clutches of oppression he is experiencing in that program.  They search 
for another program, and the pattern continues.   

The Emperor Moth and The Struggle 

             

In order that it become a moth, the pupa of the moth must 
squeeze its way out of the narrow neck.  

One day a man found a cocoon of an emperor moth. He 
took it home so that he could watch the moth come out of 

the cocoon. He sat and watched the moth struggling to 
force the body through that little hole. Then it seemed to 
stop making any progress. It appeared as if it had gotten 

as far as it could and it could go no farther. It just seemed 
to be stuck. 

Then the man being kind decided to help the moth. So he 
took a pair of scissors and snipped off the remaining bit of 
the cocoon. The moth then emerged easily. But it had a 

swollen body and small, shriveled wings. He expected that 
the wings would enlarge and expand to be able to support 
the body which would contract in time. Neither happened! 

In fact, the little moth spent the rest of its life crawling 



around with a swollen body and shriveled wings. It never 
was able to fly. A few days later, it died. 

What the man in his kindness and haste did not 

understand was that the restricting cocoon and the 
struggle required for the moth to get through the tiny 
opening was the way of forcing fluid from the body of the 
moth into its wings so that it would be ready for flight. 

Once it achieved its freedom from the cocoon. Freedom 
and flight would only come after the struggle. By depriving 
the moth of a struggle, he deprived the emperor moth of 
health. 

You see, the struggles of life, heartaches and pains are 
necessary if you want to be great. Instead of cursing them, 
understand them while you are experiencing them. They 
are part of the making of a man. 

 
  

When we rescue an addict from his misery, we do him a great disservice.  
We are just continuing in the pattern that got him where he is.  Typically, 
the only way for an adult to find God in his life is through pain.   Human 
beings tend to finally look up only when we are flat on our backs.  When 
we (with all our good intentions) step in and prevent that process from 
occurring, we are encouraging addiction and discouraging any chance of 
the addict connecting with the only source of true recovery - a 
relationship with a loving God.   

As in the illustration of the Emperor Moth, we need to allow the addict to 
experience pain so he can learn to be strong.  He must develop a faith in 
God, overcome his weakness, stand on his own two feet and become a 
positive force in life.   



Watching someone we love suffer is hard for parents and care givers who 
just want everyone to be happy.  It requires sacrifice, but the end result is 
worth it all.  

Hannah wanted a son so badly.  She promised to give him back to God if 
He would give her a son.  Can you imagine the sacrifice that required of 
this loving mother?  She left her little boy at the temple.  Did he cry for 
her when she was leaving?  The Bible doesn't say, but that would be a 
normal reaction for a little child being separated from his mother.   She 
only came to visit him once a year, bringing little tunics she had made for 
him.  She cared for his physical needs, but she cared more for his soul.  
She sacrificed her chance to nurture him and watch him grow so she 
could give him to God.  As a result, he became a great servant of God.   
On the other hand, Eli the priest let his boys do whatever made them 
happy.  They were out of control, and he did not restrain them.  They not 
only brought destruction to their father but also to the nation.   

Our nation is being destroyed by mind numbing drugs.  We have created 
a generation who believes the world revolves around them.   They don't 
know the meaning of sacrifice or struggling for a worthy cause.  As long 
as we tolerate them in their addiction, they will never enjoy the 
satisfaction and the positive self-image that comes as a result of 
overcoming hardship.  We need to stop coddling our young people and 
allow them to experience hard times so they can develop strength of 
character and faith in God.   

The prodigal son did not think of going home while he was involved in 
riotous living.  It was only when the party was over and he found himself 
in the pig pen that he remembered his Father.  What would have 
happened if someone had taken him in before he landed in the pig pen?  
Would he have returned home and begged for forgiveness at his father's 
feet? 

Addiction recovery is hard.  It not only involves breaking the drug habit, 
but learning a whole new mindset.  It doesn't happen overnight.   During 
the long hard process, an addict needs a strong support group who 



understands the necessity of struggling through it.  When he wants to 
give up, they will not step in and put an end to his misery but practice 
tough love.  They will offer encouragement but allow (even demand) the 
addict to continue in the battle even when times are tough.   Freedom 
from drugs can be achieved if we all work together to that end with 
Heaven as our ultimate goal. 

 

 

 

The following is a YouTube link to an excellent message Gary Bradley Jr. 

delivered at a seminar on Addiction hosted by the Priceville church of 

Christ.  Gary addresses the problem of enabling : 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NrJKR2fIV9A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need financial help to keep growing!  All 

contributions are tax-deductible.  Please make your 

check out to Project Rescue and send it to 179 Cave 

Spring Road, Decatur, Alabama 35603.   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NrJKR2fIV9A

